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personal contact, and the first step towards that
is speech*
Why in the name of all that is sane did
not the nations at Geneva realize this in the
beginning? A common language of some kind
should have been sought and made compulsory
in all schools, and then, in time, a Frenchman,
a German, an Italian, and a Briton would have
been able to talk together over their bocks, or
beers, and so become friends, when fears,
hostilities, and misunderstandings would fade
away*
I have talked with men who manage world
affairs and they agree with me that what I have said
is true, but they always end up with a very large
"but"* I maintain that there are no "buts" and no
difficulties which could possibly stand in the way,
if a real desire lay behind* Mutual confidence*
How often we hear those words today, and how
absurd they are, and, what is more, the politicians
know it*
I lay in my chair on the Henri Estier and thought
of these things, and I longed to be a man capable
of making people see this point of view* Dis-
turbed, I arose, went below, and drank a brandy-
and-soda alone, when I should have been sharing
one with the captain*
The following morning we arrived at Nice and